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As Europeans live longer and have fewer children, the proportion of elderly citizens will increase while the
proportion of working-aged citizens will fall. This demographic evolution presents a challenge to our societies and
our public finances that we need to prepare for. This project supports individuals and businesses to develop
entrepreneurial, innovation and digital skills to create new products and services demanded by the silver economy.
Through this project we will deliver the following in four regions across Europe:

A series of resources to guide the Free online training to help SME's A 2 day bootcamp in 4 countries Connect with athers and help make
effective integration of work-based respond to the specific needs of the to enhance the innovation of age your company, product and local
for SMEs in their regions. over 50's market. friendly products and services. economy more age friendly.

The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which
reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the

information contained therein.
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Our Work-based Learning Toolkit and
Partnership Plans is now available in our Age
Friendly Collaborative Learning and Knowledge
Exchange Platform http://agefriendlyeconomy.eu/

This output has been guided by Louth County
Council/Local Enterprise Office, Ireland

The Work-based Learning Toolkit comprises a series of
knowledge resources which education providers,
business support organizations and wider stakeholders
can use to help SMEs to innovate with work-based
learning. This Guide is designed to have a tangible
impact on equipping SME owners to increase the
acquisition of new skills of their staff through the
adoption of Work Based Learning approaches. SME
staff will benefit from our far-reaching research into:

o Different models of work-based learning with a
focus on those suited to fostering innovation and
intrapreneurship in SME’s.

o The most pioneering pedagogies (the theory and
practice of teaching) for innovation that are most
applicable to the realm of age friendly product
development

The Guide seeks to encourage SME’s to:

o change the perception of the potential of work-
based learning to increase innovation

o commit to incorporating work-based learning
within their SME

o commit to the acquisition of innovative digital
skills and new product development leading to
greater productivity and competitiveness and
resilience

The Work Based Learning Toolkit is available
now on the learning portal, check out
http://agefriendlyeconomy.eu/courses/work-
based-learning-toolkit/

VET-Business Partnership Strategic
Plans have been prepared using the
methodology set out in the Age Friendly
Economy Work-Based Learning
Guide. This toolkit is a resource to increase the
adoption of innovative Work Based Learning
approaches to increase innovation and
intrapreneurship. Across 4 partnerships (Lisburn-
Castlereagh, Northern Ireland, UK, County Louth,
Ireland, Szczecin, Poland and Andalucia, Spain),
each region sets out:

o the context and justification for WBL in the region

o the specific learning objective for SMEs with
regard to new products and services for Seniors in
the region

o policy recommendations regarding the
introduction of innovative WBL models

o the role and time frame of each actor in
implementing the policy recommendations

o milestones which actors can compare progress to.

Pictured: Louth County Council/Local Enterprise Office,
Ireland

Click the link to download a summary of each
plan
http://agefriendlyeconomy.eu/course/work-
based-learning-toolkit/?tab=tab-overview
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GET INVOLVED. REGISTER NOW FOR GETTING OUR FREE
RESOURCES

Our Age Friendly Collaborative Learning and Knowledge Exchange Platform - http://agefriendlyeconomy.eu/ is
designed to promote ongoing knowledge exchange (both online and mobile) among SME’s and their staff,
business advisors and education providers. Developed by our Irish partners, Feltech Software Innovations, our

platform is a hub of learning and interaction. The platform is designed to encourage all stakeholders to develop
closer relationships, share information and engage in our ‘communities of learning’. Joining the Platform is free
and easy, simply register on http://agefriendlyeconomy.eu/register/
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About Age Friendly Economy

Age Friendly Economy is an EU Erasmus+

project bringing together partners in the UK,
Ireland, Spain, Poland and Denmark.
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Once registered, you become a member of the Age Friendly Economy Community. Some of the key benefits
include

e Engagement and Interaction on Groups/Forums - http://agefriendlyeconomy.eu/groups
In our Age Friendly Collaboration Platform, groups facilitate peer learning and discussion. Anyone can
view the discussions and forums but only registered members can join in and create group chats and


http://agefriendlyeconomy.eu/

forum topics. Four groups have been set up to begin with, these are:

Education Providers: SME Owners: Business Advisors: Silver Surfers: This
group is for Silver
surfers i.e individuals
over the age of 50 who
utilize the internet on a
consistent basis. This
Age Friendly Economy
project is designed to
create products and
services for your age
demographic, in this
forum, you can have
your say and engage
with some of the
businesses and
entrepreneurs designing
these products. Have a
need for a particular
product, someone here
could help!

Once members have joined a group (or multiple groups) they can engage in peer-to-peer interaction via:
e Group Chat
e Group Forum facilitates topic based knowledge exchange

e Age Friendly Online Community - http://agefriendlyeconomy.eu/members
The Age Friendly Online Community is a place to see and get to know all the members of the Platform.

e Activity and Interaction on the Platform - http://agefriendlyeconomy.eu/activity/
The platform is designed to be very interactive. Clicking on the Activity tab — you can get a view of all the
action, discussion and engagement across the platform.

4™ PARTNER MEETING

Our 4th partners meeting was hosted by Feltech Software Innovations in Galway, Ireland, on the 30" of January.
Our partners from Northern Ireland, Denmark, Spain, Poland and Louth made great progress in developing
innovation opportunities for SMEs and the silver economy #erasmusplus.



https://www.facebook.com/feltechsoftwareinnovations/?__tn__=kCH-R&eid=ARD4S3ZYFC5yOIEgmN0ooptF8aHDQErbqqFiFrkOAmYUjqnCpKKnAgJYGR-NnzsrOCcGTs7xLxMd4Wh7&hc_ref=ARSnV0zThxsT25V1MQwpej0T1h-WyBeqlpjOJZnpENvijWD5w7H4_atMSHvG0IfBmtk&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCSQ5sgEtTPXekJSz3-qRG1GtfaLob96cS9ZD0Y2E1nE8waKHcjGpLU_SDFM4ozMx94V23j13hZY_0S_Zj47rQW_soWfzosJYPZMu5mu2g549khnua8k4j-81BLbBvmQqq6Ncy31UhtGZkpctkN3AU5OFkFgIVLlwKIWk5HNDFtH36yTnS8Yv6v8NqInmrB2iKV74LGqEQRQZjAULgnpn0yAPPagE3VC2v_gCY4h8dMOlHzKC2mW1_MrY0AP7KVTBb7PzI5kgtiZ3DEABcJWFaH7t1ovcMSEwhoOYEe6i-As0tdfMewbfeu7_ztuGZIq2dK_9kaotGNnapmXCMi2Sz_9Ppqzwq-8_FUZ5U2L6fhN9z3XcGIpVZGSWXYqyz3fy5iR69v_7QBz1kpdzN29yHNBkC_InCB7DE43_73h3-BnuU0SgCtR8DHnSfgbKYpPjLMm7hgktbuDceITNL2WpRS8yBR1PKhPLF2JBlGHFIBxFjDM--3A6qomLCEEQ1NGRQE6YbJOgELN2iToW0ljwX1XZsG9V0-E2VJF1R9EZ70TtKQA4xOtcskzAEioqfl5ShchnF0xXg6hg
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/erasmusplus?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCSQ5sgEtTPXekJSz3-qRG1GtfaLob96cS9ZD0Y2E1nE8waKHcjGpLU_SDFM4ozMx94V23j13hZY_0S_Zj47rQW_soWfzosJYPZMu5mu2g549khnua8k4j-81BLbBvmQqq6Ncy31UhtGZkpctkN3AU5OFkFgIVLlwKIWk5HNDFtH36yTnS8Yv6v8NqInmrB2iKV74LGqEQRQZjAULgnpn0yAPPagE3VC2v_gCY4h8dMOlHzKC2mW1_MrY0AP7KVTBb7PzI5kgtiZ3DEABcJWFaH7t1ovcMSEwhoOYEe6i-As0tdfMewbfeu7_ztuGZIq2dK_9kaotGNnapmXCMi2Sz_9Ppqzwq-8_FUZ5U2L6fhN9z3XcGIpVZGSWXYqyz3fy5iR69v_7QBz1kpdzN29yHNBkC_InCB7DE43_73h3-BnuU0SgCtR8DHnSfgbKYpPjLMm7hgktbuDceITNL2WpRS8yBR1PKhPLF2JBlGHFIBxFjDM--3A6qomLCEEQ1NGRQE6YbJOgELN2iToW0ljwX1XZsG9V0-E2VJF1R9EZ70TtKQA4xOtcskzAEioqfl5ShchnF0xXg6hg&__tn__=%2ANKH-R

PICTURED- 4 partner meeting in Galway.
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